@%ﬂ @ 1Je, the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, solemnly proclaim that
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and that fhe family is central to the Creator's plan for the
destiny of His children.
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IN THE PREMORTAL REALM, spirit sons
ALL HUMAN BEINGS—male and female—are created in the image of Cod.  and daughters knew and worshipped

Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter of heavenly parents, and,  God as their Etemnal Father and accepted

M as such, each has a divine nature and destiny. {,u devis an evenfiol — His plan by which His children could
chanaclenislic ({ nelividual prome slal, meilal, and clowal idenf; (H and PUNDESE. obtain a physical body and gain earthly

‘ ‘ experience to ~ w. progress foward

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT that Cod gave to  WE DECLARE the means  perfection | 4 and ultimately

Adam and Eve pertained fo their potential for by which mortal life is created  redlize their B divine destiny as
parenthood as husband and wife. “U deddene 1o be divinely appointed. heirs of eternal life. ¢ The divine p((m, G

(hal (( }‘u(% commandmenl ((3‘1‘ His childen e e (lﬁ o (he sanelil ((« G f (m(r (()Uuzbb enables ,fcmu,(l(h 1,(;((\(tm’mﬁi{»
)

mulli /n( uand u‘/)f enish (he canlh wemains in ((*\( 0. (( ife and ( ify i impe slanee (o be [,)(i\{,)(i(l;\(j((;((, beyend the grave.
We further declare that God has commanded  in God's etemal plan. Sacred ordinances and CO\/(éﬂOﬂTS
that the sacred powers of procreation are to be available in holy temples make
employed only between man and woman, lawfuly  HUSBAND AND WIFE have it possible for individuals to retun
wedded as husband and wife. a solemn responsibility to to the presence of God and for

L®VE and care for each families to be united etemnally.
other and for their children. “Children are an heritage of the Lord” (Psalm 127:3).
Pavenly have o saened (u(n (6 nea theive chilhen in love and uo”mM oy, to provide for their physical and spiritual needs,
and to feach them to love and serve one another, observe the ‘commandments of God, ond be law-abiding citizens. Husbands
and wives— mothers and fathers—will be held accountable before God for the discharge of these obligations.

THE FAMLLY is ordained of God. Mariage between man and woman is essential to His etemal plan. Children are
entitled to birth within the bonds of matrimony, and to be reared by a father and a mother who honor marital vows
with complete fidelity. é%pp&mm in fmm('(,% (!f( iy mes (i,(u;{l(,{ (6 b achioved when fw ded upen v (he ((:u(:(’l,i,n?h (f (he
Lo ety (sl Successful mariages and families are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer,
repentance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, work, and wholesome recreational activities. By divine design, fathers
are to preside over their families in love and righteousness and are responsible to provide the necessities of life and

protection for their families. Mothers are primarily responsible for the Disability, death, or other circumstances may
nurture of their children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and necessitate individual adoptation. Extended
mothers are obligated to helo one another as equal partners. fomilies should lend support when needed.

WE WARN that individualy whe viclale covenanly ({ (ms(l(ﬁ uhe dbuse  WE CALL UPON responsible citizens and
S}m WO Gv Cﬁ\({)mm G'v H(lO (m( (0 ({\(f (( (mm(l L(‘B{)OH‘B ()!((I(S m(( one (( officers of government everywhere to

and acecmlable ()( (€ {,u( Further, we warn that the disintegration of memclo these measimes designed
the family will bring upon individuals, communities, and nations the calamities (¢ mum((\m and g(l(n(,((.(” the mru(
foretold by ancient and modem prophets.  as the fundamental ‘Unit of soaeTy
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